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I can foresee one objection from the State, namely, that it would 
involve it in possible loss to ask it to take over the guiding staff at 
any centre : to this I answer, 'You are inviting people to come to 
New Zealand, you send them to our Alps, these Alps are all on Crown 
Lands, or in special Reserves and Parks; it is your duty to see that 
regulations are made to safeguard those, who at your invitation, are 
tempted to indulge in a highly t echnical and hazardous pursuit. 
If you have handed over the control to others by lease or otherwise, 
or if private enterprise is in any way catering for work within your 
Reserves, your duty is to see that t hese people are made to provide 
proper safeguards. ' 

That is, I submit, the duty of the State, and if it should in the 
exercise of that duty find it necessary to assume direct control of 
the staff of guides at any centre, I venture to prophesy that the 
monetary loss would be trifling, because climbing and winter sports 
are going to increase so much in the next few years that guides will 
be able to make enough to cover wages. 

[I, of course, pointed out that no interference vvith guideless 
parties was possible. A.P .H.] 

REVIEWS. 

Im Kampf um den Himalaja. By Paul Bauer. Pp. 174, with 100 illustrations, 
5 panoramas and 3 maps. Knorr and Hirth, Munich. 1931. Price 
9 marks 40 pf. 

THIS is the full narrative of the Bavarian attempt on Kangchenjunga 
in 1929, the essentials of which were described in Dr. Bauer's 
admirable article in 'A.J.' 42, 185-202. We can recommend the 
book unreservedly; the text is remarkably clear and concise with
out a touch of modern journalism. The absorbing story of a mag
nificent team-effort is told coldly and dispassionately, ending up 
with the short daily record of each party from the departure of the 
expedition from Darjeeling on July 31 until its return thither on 
October 29. This diary makes it a simple matter to follow the 
complete narrative in the text. 

The illustrations are very fair some excellent while the 
panoramas are instructive. The rna ps are far less effective, con
sisting mostly of poor outline sketches. It should, of course, be 
remembered that the price of the book is low. 

From a German point of view, and for future German expeditions, 
the appendices will prove of high value. First comes the total cost 
of the expedition: 40,342 marks, or roughly £2400 a remarkably 
low figure towards which the D. & CE.A.V. and A.A.V.M., together 
with sections of the former, subscribed an amount less than 400 marks 
below the total expenses. Dr. Beigel contributes an appendix 
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on the commissariat ; Herr Fendt on equipment 1 ; Herr von Kraus 
adds another on the medical aspect, in which it is interesting to note 
that the Bavarians, acting on the 1924 experiences on Everest, took 
no oxygen and 'never missed its absence for one second.' Had the 
members of the party, already cumbered, natives and Sahibs alike, 
with the enormous necessary loads, still further handicapped them
selves with the clumsy' Everest' oxygen apparatus, it is certain that 
not even the crest of the terrible N.E. spur could ever have been 
attained. Wethink despiteCaptainFinch thatthelastofoxygen, 
carried on the back, has been seen in the Himalaya. Herr Brenner 
writes on photography; the party was wise and modest enough to 
dispense with cinematographic notoriety. · 

For us, British mountain-explorers, there is perhaps less to 
learn. One great exception is the use of artificial ice-caves. But 
the configuration of the knife-edged and ice-bepinnacled N.E. spur 
of Kangchenjunga lends itself, as no ridge hitherto traversed in the 
Himalaya, to their use. On the N. col of Everest ice-caves might 
have been practical and could have been excavated easily enough 
in the great seracs crowning that exposed pass.2 The ice-caves on 
Kangchenjunga proved unquestionably warmer than tents,3 and, 
most important of all, the crest is too narrow and exposed to render 
the use of the latter justifiable, save in great emergency, between 
Camps VI and X. 

The splendid and unselfish camaraderie of the Bavarians, the 
team -work, porters and Sahibs working side by side, with no indi
vidual advertisement, for the common aim, ring throughout the 
book. The party realized, as our own Britons did on Everest, that 
the man who may reach the highest point on earth is deserving 
less, perhaps, of fame and honour than he who may not be fated 
to proceed higher than the advanced base-camp.4 

The print of the book is excellent; moreover, Roman type suitable 
for a work of value to be studied throughout the world is used ; 
the general get-up is adequate. One criticism we must make : the 

1 In this respect attention should be drawn to the use of an ' Uberschuhe,' 
constructed by the firm of Schuster, for pulling on over the boot. This' Uber
schuhe' was composed of felt 1 em. thick; the sole was somewhat thinner 
but specially reinforced. It was punched 'Yith 10 holes for the spikes of the 
crampons to pass through. In front, the ' Uberschuhe ' could be laced almost 
t~ the top of the boot. To prevent the entry of snow between boot and 
' Uberschuhe ' a kind of short, 10 em. wide, flap resembling the base of a puttee 
was used. The 'tfberschuhe' appears to have been satisfactory and was 
useful as a slipper for the frost-bitten feet of Dr. Beigel. The boots, by Florian 
Haderer of Grossgmain, proved excellent. .. 

We believe that Mr. Meade's party used an' Uberschuhe,' somewhat similar, 
on Kamet twenty years ago. 

2 We have heard it stated that the cinema expert of the 1924 expedition 
was desirous of transporting some miles of rabbit-wire to the col with a view 
to revetting the said seracs! His advice was not taken, fortunately. 

3 A.J. 42, 195. 4 Cf. ibid. 216. 
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spelling of place-names, apparently after some German phonetic 
form, is dreadful. We make no comment on 'Kangchendzonga,' 
save that Mr. Freshfield ought to know,5 but 'Dardschiling' is quite 
indefensible, while ' Latscheng ' is merely ludicrous. The German 
public is sufficiently intelligent to pronounce, correctly enough, 
Indian place-names as spelt on the official maps. Even members 
of the Alpine Club have never dared describe the name of the highest 
peak in Germany as 'Tsoogshpitser,' or still less, so commit it to 
print. . 

To conclude. If ever a party merited success, it was that of 
Bauer's gallant Bavarians. Should this statement appear open to 
doubt, let the sceptic· peruse these convincing pages. Victory, 
despite the heavy odds, may reward the party in 1931, but even in 
that case Dr. Bauer can hardly write a better book. 

. 
The Alpine Passes (Middle Ages). By J. E. Tyler. Oxford: Basil Blackwell. 

1930. 

THE crossing of the Alps, which is geographically necessary for 
communication by land to be established between Italy and the 
rest of Europe, has always been a fascinating subject to historians ; 
and as the bibliography appended to the present work abundantly 
shows, it has received close study from a number of writers. 
Probably the individual crossi~g which has at.tracted the most 
attention has been that of Hannibal in Roman times; and the 
question of the route taken on that occasion has given rise to a 
controversy which is by no means settled even at the present day. 
Mr. Tyler 's book, however, does not concern itself with that. He 
has confined himself to a special period one (namely) of a little 
less than three centuries, commencing with the coronation of the 
Emperor Otho I in the middle of the tenth century, and extending 
to the death of Frederick II in the middle of the thirteenth ; and 
within these limits he has dealt with the matter in a way which, 
having regard at all events to fullness of detail, can leave little to 
be desired. But whether the book may justly claim to have thrown 
new light on any matter of real importance may perhaps be a 
question. 

Like most others of its kind, it divides the persons who made use 
of the passes into three separate categories. These may be referred 
to as merchants, pilgrims, and soldiers; and each class is treated 
in a comprehensive manner. Of these the pilgrims especially if 
under that designation are to be included not only those who 
travelled to Rome (and afterwards returned from it) on some kind 
of ecclesiastical business, but also those who, going further afield, 
took Italy on their road to Palestine were probably, during the 

5 It is not so much a question of Mr. Fresh.field's spelling but of principle that 
is involved, and that principle is that the accepted spelling of the local 
Government should be followed. • • • 
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period under consideration, the most numerous and important; 
whilst the soldier class comprises, in addition to the members of 
ordinary military expeditions, the numerous emperors who, often 
accompanied by a large retinue, had to visit Rome for coronation 
and other purposes. The merchants' class, of course, grew in numbers 
and importance as the years passed and the world became less 
turbulent and more civilized: but during the period here spoken of 
they played perhaps a somewhat subordinate part in the develop
ment of the routes. The passes as ways used for trade form the 
subject, dealt with (like the rest of the book) in considerable detail, 
of its three concluding chapters. 

Mr. Tyler also follows the usual and recognized plan of dividing 
the passes he treats of all of them situate on the main watershed
into the three groups of Western, Central, and Eastern : the :first 
comprising all those (starting from the W.) as far as the Simplon 
inclusive, the t hird all those (starting from the E.) as far as the 
Reschen Scheideck inclusive, and the second all those which lie 
between the two which have been named. The passes of chief 
importance are, of course, the Great St. Bernard and the Mont Cenis 
in the first group, the St. Gotthard in the second, and the Brenner 
in the third. With these the author deals in several successive 
chapters; but his survey is by no means confined to them, for what 
may be termed the subordinate passes receive also detailed attentiOJ?. 
in these pages. The event of outstanding importance which falls 
within his period is no doubt that of the first known crossing of the 
St. Gotthard in the Central group in the year A.D. 1236, a full 
description of which, without the name of the pass itself (in accord
ance with the practice of those times) being mentioned, is given in 
the Annals of the monk Albert, of Stade in Northern Germany. 

A work of t his kind can hardly, of course, be.expected to attract 
what is called the general reader. It is far too detailed and too 
technical for that. 1\ioreover, if it be true, in accordance with one 
recognized school of thought, that knowledge of the past is valuable 
only in so far as it leads us to form just calculations with regard to 
the future, if history (to employ a well-known phrase) is only 
'philosophy t eaching by examples,' a book like Mr. Tyler's, pains
taking and accurate as it seems to be, can scarcely lay claim to 
recognition from the general public. It can hardly be a matter of 
present-day interest or importance to know which pass was chosen 
by a particular emperor, pilgrim, or merchant during the particular 
period with which it deals. ·. 

Yet that it does throw what may be called a sidelight on things 
of real importance seems beyond question : though this bears, of 
course, less reference to the choice of pass on a particular occasion 
than to the amount or volume of the traffic in the aggregate. The · 
author himself specifies some of them, e.g. the character and signifi
cance of the supremacy of Rome in things spiritual: the problems 
which faced those emperors who sought to make their control over 
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Italy as well as Germany a reality instead of an empty form: and 
the important role played by Italian cities and seaports in mediooval 
commerce. And to these no doubt others could easily be added. 

To those however who love and frequent the Alps a work like 
Mr. Tyler's will always appeal, if only because most of them have 
a personal acquaintance with a considerable portion of the ground 
covered by it. And they will also have other reasons for its 
appreciation. 

Thus the mediooval hospices (to give an illustration) erected on 
and near the passes for the reception of travellers, and for their 
protection from the inclemencies of weather, were but the fore
runners of the modern refuges and huts now so largely resorted to 
by all mountaineers ; and to them the sketch he gives of their 
origin and history cannot fail to be of interest. So again in the 
hiring, by military and other leaders of expeditions, of experienced 
peasants and villagers referred to in the St. Bernard district under 
the name of marones to assist them in the many difficulties en
countered in their passage, it is easy to trace the germ of the modern 
practice of employing trained professional guides in Alpine ascents 
generally. A description of cases of this sort is also to be met with 
in Mr. Tyler's pages, and it will not fail to arrest the attention of 
the climber of to-day. . 

To persons of this character the book will clearly recommend 
~tself, for they will obtain in its perusal the pleasant savour of a 
renewal of their own experiences. To others, though perhaps for 
the reasons already given fewer in number, the attraction will 
rather lie in the ' dry bones ' of history. But all, we think, will be 
struck by the thoroughness with which, within the permitted limits, 
the work has been done. 

E. F. 

Christian Klucker. Errinerungen eines Bergfuhrer's. Edited by Ernst Jenny. 
Pp. 304, with 33 illustrations. Eugen Rentsch, Zurich. 1930. 

THIS is a book long eagerly awaited by mountaineers. It is over 
twenty years since portions of the text were shown to the reviewer 
by his friend Christian Klucker; even now, although the late 
author had not completed his task, material enough existed for 
another and even larger volume. Klucker had ascended over 
3000 peaks! 

As a work these Errinerungen are extremely difficult to review. 
Klucker's style is inimitable, straight and direct like his words:
like his incomparable guiding. His knowledge of topography is so 
vast that as notes for a mountaineer the' Recollections' are invalu
able ; moreover, the story of his climbs, his views on men and matters, 
are often absorbing and invariably interesting. The criticisms to 
which we shall be driven concern the editorial part of the work. 
After all, these tales of men and mountain adventure are in the 
nature of a written-up diary, and the publication of diaries as 
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they stand is the most delicate of tasks. How many great reputa
tions have been besmirched, nay ruined, by the broadcasting of 
diaries 1 The dead author cannot defend himself, but his living, 
even his dead friends, are liable to suffer pain and disillusionment 
in themselves or in the minds of their relatives. The floods of war 
books and diaries are notorious cases in point. 

Nevertheless, how much of interest is lost should personal remarks 
and criticisms be suppressed or modified by editors 1 A great deal, 
undoubtedly. Yet we do not like to hear of a veteran although 
eccentric climber's methods described as Mehlsacktechnik, or of 
Edward Whymper's later-life failings and diminished mountaineering 
powers held up as an example of how easily acquired is a reputation 
for skill and enterprise. Such statements appear baldly but quite 
naturally in a diary ; it is unnatural, to our mind, for an editor to 
publish them and Klucker, great mountaineer and gentleman, 
would have been the first to object. Can the dead oppose the action 
of the dead 1 Yes where a living editor is concerned. 

Now for ' Recollections ' themselves. First, a serious complaint 
against the publishers : it is stated that 'this is the first book 
written by a guide and as such unique in Alpine literature.' Let 
the publishers consult the ALPINE JouRNAL, presupposing their 
entire ignorance of all else in British literature : in volume 20, 
pp. 151-2, will be found a review of From the Alps to the Andes, 
by Mattias Zurbriggen, Fisher Unwin, London, 1899; a book 
which, far less effectively we allow, covers an immense portion of 
the mountains of the world: Alps, Himalaya, New Zealand and 
Andes, whereas ' Klucker ' is concerned with the Alps only and 
one season in the Canadian Rockies. 

Second complaint, and this concerns editor and publisher alike : 
there is no index of any kind, which, for a book of this sort, where a 
complete index is not merely a convenience but an utter necessity, 
is an omission indeed ! 

Third complaint : the book is printed in Gothic characters and 
this in a Swiss publication, for circulation, presumably, in a country 
where there exist four official languages (counting the Grisons, 
Klucker's home), is little less than an injustice on reviewer and 
reader alike. Are Gothic characters an advantage to French, 
Italian, Romansch, or even to German-speaking Swiss 1 We opine 
not, and sales of the book will suffer everywhere in consequence. 
The publishers should realize that even Gerrnan mountaineering, and 
other than esoteric works, are often printed in cosmopolitan type,1 

while one glance at the print of the German articles in Die Alpen 
might convince Dr. Jenny of the truth of our assertion. 

The illustrations are mostly poor, while room might surely have 
been found for a portrait of Klucker as the gnarled and indomitable 
figure of his latter years, known by sight to thousands of natives 

1 Of. I m J{ampf u1n den H imalaja reviewed in these pages. 
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and strangers alike. Few living persons will recognize the portrait
frontispiece. 

Now for the text. This commences with Klucker's earliest 
recollections as a boy at work and at play on the alps of the Fexthal. 
Next follow his earlier climbs as a guide from 187 4 to 1882 ; these 
are succeeded by his Bregaglia and other explorations with his 
life-long and closest friend, the late Theodor Curtius. With Norman 
Neruda, Klucker accomplished much, and one of the longest of the 
ill-arranged chapters of the book is devoted to their joint per
formances. It is interesting to note that KluGker disagrees with 
many of Neruda's published accounts and rightly questions his 
topographical statements, but through it all the friendship and 
mutual respect of two great mountaineers remain manifest. The 
following chapter or chapters, since chaos of dates and confusion of 
sequence reign editorially supreme in the book, are devoted to the 
Bregaglia Group and that curious combination of some virtues 
and many failings, the late Anton von Rydzewsky. I t is precisely 
in these chapters, the 1901 explorations of Whymper in the Rockies 
and in many of the 'remarks' about Paul Giissfeldt, that careful 
editorial censorship was needed. Such may have been applied in the 
' Rockies ' or even the ' Bregaglia ' it is not in evidence in the text. 
Nevertheless, the 'Rockies' section furnishes the only account of 
Whymper's expedition (wit h Josef Pollinger, Christian Kaufmann 
and a strange but inefficient representative of Chamonix professional
ism) known to us in literature. We will not attempt an analysis of 
the climbs and explorations, but can assure the reader that no 
chapter gives a better insight into Klucker's extraordinary geo
graphical and organizing powers. He seems to have appreciated 
greatly both t he mountain and forest scenery. 

The remaining chapters of the book are devoted to the Bernina 
again and cont ain many characteristic letters from Klucker to his 
friends, Farrar among others. We read in Klucker's own words 
of his wish to have written of his tours with Giissfeldt, with Farrar, 
with Davidson, with Gerald Fitzgerald and with Holzmann. The 
last chapter is an admirably written eulogy of the life of the great 
guide, by his friend, the editor of his book. 

At the end of all come the many first ascents, new routes, first 
crossing of passes, and winter expeditions accomplished under 
Klucker's lead. This list appears to us as both curiously incom
plete as well as singularly inaccurate. The traverse of La Meije 
from La Grave to La Berarde contains, for instance, nothing new, 
any more than the ascent of the Aiguille de Grepon by the Plaqttes 
Morse, first accomplished some years before. Moreover, Klucker's 
last great new expedition (at the age of 75 !), the double traverse 
of Torrione del Ferro's E . arete, is omitted. 

There is a misprint on p. 256, where for ' Rydzewsky' read 
'Rzewuski'; Rydzewsky did not travel with Klucker till 1891 . 
On p. 275 occurs a very bad editorial blunder: the first ascent of 

• 
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Piz Roseg was accomplished on June 28, 1865, by Messrs. A. W. 
Moore and Horace Walker with Jakob Anderegg and NOT by 
Dr. Giissfeld t. 2 

'Ve have written frankly of the 'Recollections'; with the same 
frankness we can state that these pages breathe the very spirit of 
Christian Klucker, guide, scholar, philosopher and humourist; 
critic alike of his own and his companions' weaknesses, but above 
all nature's kindly gentleman, one 'whose like we may not look 
upon again.' 

Early Travellers in the Alps. By G. R. de Beer. London: Sidgwick & Jackson. 
Pp. xx + 196, with 75 illustrations. lOs. 6d. net. 

FROM the title-page of this well-illustrated and, at first sight, 
attractive volume we learn that the author is a m ember of several 
scientific societies, a F ellow of Merton, a late Lecturer at Magdalen, 
a University Lecturer, and a member of the S.A.C. We therefore 
felt entitled to expect from him a solid contribution to Alpine 
literature all the more so as we heartily agree with his remark that 
'the Alps are the Playground of Europe no less for the tourist than 
for the mountain climber.' It is a disappointment to find little more 
than a scissors-and-paste compilation, based, with a few interesting 
exceptions on familiar material, and written in a slovenly style, with 
frequent blunders and much irrelevant padding. 

In the author's bibliography, the first thing to strike an expert 
reader is that it reveals conspicuous omissions. It contains, it is 
true, in addition to many well-known works, a few novel, or at any 
rate, unhackneyed items. Such are the Memoirs of Baron de 
Frenilly (who met Bourrit and found him ' a man of volcanic 
imagination'), the Itinerary of Fynes Moryson (1617), Montaigne's 
Diary of his Journey through Switzerland to Ita1y (of which we should 
be glad to hear more than his brief reference to the baths of Baden), 
the travels of J. Ray, t he botanist (1665), and of the Spaniard, 
P. Tafur (crossed the St. Gotthard in 1438L and Mr. Yeames' paper 
(1914) on Sir Edward Unton's tour (in 1563). But it is astonishing 
to find, in a book on this subject, no reference to the writings of 
Freshfield, Longman, Mathews, Pollock, or Studer. A study of their 
works might have enabled Mr. de Beer to produce something less 
like a scrapbook than the volume before us. 

Of the 180 pages of text, 60 are occupied by detailed synopses of 
the journeys of Scheuchzer, Coxe, and de Saussure. The collection of 
tit-bits with which the author endeavours to enliven these itineraries 

2 Giissfeldt in 1869, accepting the tales of jealous Pontresina professionals, 
claimed the first ascent for himself A.J. 5, 373-4. Ten years later, when a 
candidate for membership of the Alpine Club, Giissfeldt withdrew the said claim 
and gave the first ascent unreservedly to the British party, acknowledging the 
same in the 2nd edition of In den H ochalpen see A .J. 9, 383-4, as also the 
Bernina Climbers' Guide, ii, and the C.A.I. . Guida. But all this should be 
known to the Editor of Die Alpen. 
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contains some items of interest, but on the whole makes but weari
some reading. Again, 17 pages are taken up with a reprint of 
Windham's narrative of his visit to Chamonix. Mr. de Beer appears 
to be unaware of the fact that the original narrative was in French, 
and that it contains what he calls Peyer's 'interpolation' about 
Pococke's oriental masquerade. In any case, the narrative has long 
been so easily accessible (there are facsimile reprints in Mathews' 
'Annals of Mont Blanc' and Gribble's' Early Mountaineers,' and a 
lengthy extract in Whymper's ' Guide to Chamonix ') that another 
reprint, lacking any critical or expository value, seems superfluous. 
Martel's equally interesting narrative is dismissed in a sentence, and 
there is nothing a bout the travels of such attractive personages as 
St. Franc;ois de Sales or Placidus a Spescha. On the other hand, 
we have 8 pages on de Rohan's campaign against the Spaniards and 
Austrians in 1635, which is surely quite irrelevant to the general 
theme. 

Mr. de Beer quotes the famous passa ge from the Colloquies in 
which Erasmus recounts, with delightful wit and verve, the strange 
experiences to be met with in a German inn, and he assumes, without 
the smallest justification, that the description is applicable to the 
inns of Switzerland also. In view of the fact that Erasmus, who 
loved comfort and delicate fare, chose to live for many years at 
Basle, the assumption is highly improbable, and is made still more 
so by some of the details in the description.1 

Of Mr. de Beer's style we may cite as examples such words as 
tourism, glacierologist, quantitive, and such sentences as the follow
ing : ' Some, if not most of them ( sc. the scientists and tourists) 
were a very distinguished set of people, and deserving of interest 
from other points of view besides this.' ' The maps of the time ... 
were crude and inaccurate to the extent of being definitely interesting 
to study to-day.' Many other equally deplorable specimens of 
clumsy and slipshod English could be quoted. We commend to 
Mr. de Beer's attention a delightful little book by a great scientist, 
mountaineer and University teacher, Sir Clifford Allbutt, viz. his 
'Notes on the Composition of Scientific Papers,' which is perhaps 
the most helpful manual ever published for those who wish to learn 
how to write correctly and lucidly, and is itself a model of pointed and 
nervous English. 

Mr. de Beer seems unable to resist the tern pta tion to drag in stray 
bits of geological and ethnogra phicallore to eke out his pages. For 
instance, the well-known phenomenon of the 'capture' of one river 
basin by another river, a.nd the even more familiar facts about the 
German-speaking settlements south of the Alps, are brought in with 
irritating iteration. These and other irrelevancies exaggerate rather 

1 It may be of interest to recall that the passage in question was skil
fully worked up by Charles Reade in that nowadays too much neglected 
masterpiece of historical fiction, ' The Cloister and the Hearth.' 
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than atone for the scrappy treatment and tiresome effect of what 
might have been a really interesting book. It is perhaps fortunate 
for the author that his patchwork was not produced in the lifetime 
of his late colleague at Magdalen, Mr. W. A. B. Coolidge, whos~ 
writings he couples with 'the excellent work of Mr. John Grand 
Carteret.' E. H _ S. 

The Kangchenjunga Adventure.1 By F. S. Smythe. 9! x 6. Pp. 464, 
48 illustrations . London: Gollancz. 1930. Price l6s. 

THIS book is the account, written by Mr. F. S. Smythe, of the 
International Expedition of 1930, to attempt the conquest of 
Kangchenjunga , which may be bracketed with K 2, Mount Godwirt
Austen (which is itself situated in the Baltoro Glacier in Baltistan), 
as the second highest mountain in the world. 

The organizer of this expedition was Professor Dyhrenfurth, who, 
for over twenty years, had as his ideal the conquest of Kangchenj unga. 
The War of course interfered, but in the year 1929 he saw his way at 
last to the fulfilment of his ambition. 

Mr. Smythe's account is excellent reading. He writes not only 
as a mountaineer of very great practical experience, but also as a 
true lover of mountain country, mountain life, and all that it stands 
for. It is seldom that the reviewer has read a book of mountain 
travel and adventure with so much pleasure. 

The book also records an expedition which for terrible hard labour 
and for danger can compare with any expedition yet undertaken in 
the Himalayas . 

The members of the party consisted first of the organizer, 
Professor Dyhrenfurth, and his wife, who is especially to be con
gratulated, not only on her wonderful pluck and powers of organiza
tion, but also for her exceptional strength and stamina. It might 
have been considered that on an expedition of such strenuousness, 
living the life which is now much more understood in Europe than 
formerly that life of extraordinary hardness which is necessary if 
one pits oneself against the greatest mountains in the world a lady 
would not be equal to the occasion. But Frau Dyhrenfurth proved 
herself a great asset even during this most strenuous time. The 
members in all belonged to four different nationalities: German, 
Austrian, Swiss, and British. 

Kangchenjunga is a mountain which must be treated with the 
very greatest respect. Before undertaking such a task a knowledge 
of the whole massif must be acquired. This is furnished firstly by 
the story of Mr. Freshfield's journey completely round Kangchen
junga in 1899 and later on by the experiences of Dr. Kellas. 
Mr. Freshfield's very careful examination of the mountain an 
examination more valuable in that he was a most experienced 

1 Reprinted from the J ournal of the Central A sian Society, vol. xviii, by 
courtesy of the Editor. 

• 
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mountaineer himself suggested that the north-west ridge from the 
Nepal side was probably the only safe approach to the mountain. 

When the expedition reached Darjeeling they had not received 
permission to enter Nepal, which is necessary in order to reach this 
great north-western ridge, and their first idea was to follow the line 
taken by the Bavarian Expedition in the previous year over the 
Zemu Glacier. But later, permission having been received from 
Nepal, it was decided to attack the mountain from the western side. 

This meant a complete change of the kind of transport necessary 
for such a journey. Instead of mules to near the base, man carriage 
was the only possible transport, and here they ran across the first 
'veakness of this expedition. For certainly all methods of approach
ing the mountain should have been carefully considered and 
permission to use alternate routes obtained some time before the 
members left Europe. This change of direction necessitated a very 
hurried collection of local porters, and also nearly produced a disaster 
to the expedition. They had previously fitted themselves out with 
a special corps of those splendid Sherpa porters from Nepal, many 
of whom had actually been on both the Everest expedition and on 
the Bavarian expedition, and were thoroughly seasoned to Himalayan 
travel. These men were excellently equipped, but the remainder of 
the local porters hurriedly got together were deficient of any equip
ment, as was natural, and in consequence in traversing the high 
passes and ridges to arrive at their base, as will be seen from 
Mr. Smythe's book, immense difficulties were naturally encountered. 
And how could it be otherwise~ 

The first obstacle was the Kang-la, 16,300 ft., with a yard of 
fresh snow on it, and followed by the Mirgin-la, 14,800 ft., and much 
broken country until they arrived at their first base, Khunza, in the 
upper valley of the Tamar River, which is one of the tributaries of 
the great Kosi. Luckily for the expedition they were able to obtain 
three very efficient additions to the party to run their transport, 
and no expedition could have been better served. Colonel Tobin 
and Mr. Hannah, and especially that splendid young mountaineer 
Mr. Wood Johnson, rendered the arrival of the expedition in 
Nepal possible. . 

However, as always is the case in the Eastern Himalayas, time 
was short, so they pushed on with the greatest speed right up the 
Kangchenjunga Glacier under the great mountain. The scenery 
is beyond anything gorgeous, it is inconceivable. Almost over
whelming mountain scenery can be found in other parts of Asia, 
but none more colourful, more rich, or that impresses more by its 
scale ; and such a marvellous icesca pe ! 

Now all this country is humid, the r~infall is enormous and there
fore the snow deposit great, and in the summer monsoons probably 
as great, over 20,000 ft., as in the winter. Therefore time is short, 
and there are no Reasons in which the mountain could ever apparently 
be considered to be in good condition, and with such m.asses of ice, 
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such enormous hanging glaciers, the danger of disaster from ice 
avalanches is always very terrible. 

The route taken in this attempt, described so vividly by 
Mr. Smythe, was, in the judgment of the reviewer, entirely un
justifiable. They were in fact asking to be killed. Nor does it 
seem correct that Himalayan exploration and attempts to conquer 
the Himalayan giants should be quite considered in the nature of 
a desperate battle, in which all the odds are on .the side of the 
mountain. All who read the account will be thrilled by the efforts 
made by the climbers in their attempts on the north-west ridge, 
exposed the whole time to avalanches of the most gigantic type, 
and one can only marvel at the luck of the expedition that it escaped 
with the loss of but one life. 

The account of these episodes given by Mr. Smythe is most 
vividly told. It cannot be too clearly impressed that accidents in 
lesser ranges, let us say in. the Alps for instance, are bad enough in 
all consciousness, but in remote regions such as 'they were exp]oring 
accidents are infinitely more terrible. How wounded or damaged 
men could have been got away it is difficult to imagine. But with 
a little less luck there would not have been such a thing as a wounded 
man left. 

The subsequent climbs of the expedition, the conquest of the 
J onsong Peak and other excellent expeditions, and the crossing of 
the Jonsong-la were fine incidents. One has nothing but admiration 
for the determination of the different members of the party the 
wonderful strength of Schneider and Hoerlin and Wieland, and the 
skill and endurance shown by all members of the party. 

The photographs in the book are quite beautiful, and one awaits 
with pleasure the results of the films taken by M. Duvanel, the 
official photographer of the party, and also · of the · survey of 
M. Marcel Kurz. 

One is obliged to criticize against one's will, but one may assuredly 
say that far too much baggage was carried by the expedition; that 
the expedition was certainly over-organized in Europe and not 
enough attention wa~ paid to its organization at its base at 
Darjeeling. Again, the information contained in numerous books 
on Himalayan exploration with regard to foods for high work, 
clothing, boots, and other general equipment, appears to have been 
completely disregarded, and yet such information is very easily 
available, and much comfort and ease to the party would have 
accrued if it had been profited by. 

Notwithstanding these criticisms, the Kangchenjunga adventure 
will always remain as one of the most daring and skilful explorations 
ever yet carried out in the great Himalayas, but, as Mr. Smythe 
remarks, the Himalayas make no mistakes; they are not friends, 
the great mountains. They are, further, the greatest un1pires in 
Himalayan manreuvres, and relentlessly punish any errors made by 
the troops attacking them. C. G. B. 
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The Hi lls of Peace. By La-wrence Pilkington. London : Longmans, Green 
& Co. Price 2s. 6d. 

MR. PILKINGTON's little volume will be welcome to all lovers of the 
hills. His verse is at once grave, appreciative, and sympathetic . 

' Peace dwells enfolded in the quiet hills, 
And with the keen air fresh from hea v'n instils 
A sense of freedom from material strife, 
A· wider and a saner view of life.' 

This is a philosophy which will appeal to our fraternity. We 
have in Mr. P ilkington's pages all the climber's knowledge and 
enthusiasm combined with the attraction of sympathetic verse. 
And when the author speaks of ' Slievemore the beautiful' and 
' Croagh Patrick's solitary cone, ' we may almost hear an echo in 
less exalted tones of ' Pater Apenninus.' 

What mountaineer who has viist ed Skye, and climbed among its 
dark peaks whether in sunshine 0 fortunatus nimium ! or in 
broken weather, will not hail with delight his stanzas on the Coolins 1 

' 

' Oh for the Hills of Skye ! 
Dark Coolin Hills of Skve. 

" Steep rocky hills are these, 
Cliffs frowning on the seas 
With crests of indigo 
That mock the tides below
Dark clouds and sudden showers 
Breakjng on wind-swept towers; 
Mists charged with rainbow light, 
Flung widr from height to height. 

' On Coruisk >s lonely lake 
Fierce squalls their anger slake, 
Whirling the spindrift round 
Till all the crags resound
Great crags where tern pests roar, 
And golden eagles soar-
Oh for the IIilJs of Skye ! 
Dark Coolin Hills of Skve-.., 

No other hills like these 
Frown on our western seas. 

' 0 h for the Hills of Skye ! 
With storm-wracked cliffs on high; 
Where sunset's streaming fire 
Drapes Sgurr-nan-Gillean's spire; 
Where climbers gladly greet 
Rock safe for hands and feet, 
On w bich dear life to trust 
However fierce the gust. 
0 h for the Hills of Skye ! 
Dark Coolin Hills of Skye.' 

I 



Hev~ews. 205 

Again he wins our favour when he commemorates one whom RO 

many of us knew and loved. 

IN MEMORIAM, W. C. s. 
'From Yorkshire's breezy dales he fir~t drew breath, 

And in his youth he learned to love the fells. 
A generous soul, he liked to share his joys 
With other men; and as the years passed by 
Full many a mountain brotherhood was formed 
In which he played his part. Nor was this all. 
He spread the sacred flame of mountain -craft 
In other lands. Norwegians hailed him as 
Another Odin visiting their land 
To lead them on to conquer ice-bound peaks, 
Within the circle of the midnight sun : 
So now his name is known through all their land, 
And will be known so long as manhood lasts . 
But we, with hills less rugged, like to think
His spirit, passing like the summer breeze, 
Still draws its fragrance from our heather slopes, 
And wanders on to greet the tufted grass 
Within the crevices of some high rock, 
Where distant views entrance Such natures show 
The peace of nations is no empty dream 
Beyond the reach of our humanity.' 

These quotations will, we think, commend this little volume to 
all mountaineers . . 

G. Y. 

A Climbers' Guide to the Rocky Mountains of Canada. By Howard Palmer and 
J. Monroe Thorington. Second edition. Printed for the American 
Alpine Club by the John C. Winston Company. PhiladelJ!hia. 1930. 

THE reviewer of the first edition of this important and excellent work, 
which appeared in 1921, stated in this JouRNAL 1 that such a book 
as this is written with the very obj ect of making it self obsolete as 
quickly as possible. The truth of t his is evident when it is realized 
that though more than 460 peaks of 9000 ft . or over were dealt with 
in the first edition, the number of named and unnamed peaks now 
described exceeds 600 in number : that is, those in situation between 
the United States Boundary and where the main chain intersects the 
120th mer!dian. As stated in the present preface, the effect of the 
first edition was to give a great stimulus to further exploration in the 
remoter parts of the range, and was, for instance, the direct cause of 
bringing a party of mountaineers from J apan to conquer the 
redoubtable Mt. Alberta. · 
-----·---- - -- - - --- ---- - -- -
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The entire text of the second edition is revised, rearranged, and 
rewritten, and the authors have not only simplified the general plan 
of the guide, but, acting on the advice of the reviewers of the first 
edition, have added a number of new features, and at the same time 
have not increased the bulk of the volume. The plan of listing 
peaks alphabetically within their groups has been retained, and to 
each peak is added not only the altitude, but the rna p reference 
number and a key letter indicating its oceanic watershed. It has 
been considered undesirable to retain the earlier sectional sketch 
maps, and instead a general key-map has been included. A new 
feature, noticeably absent from the first edition, is an index of passes 
with appropriate textual references. A glance at the index of peaks 
reveals in italics how many mountains in the Rockies are but tenta
tively named ; and it is to be hop~ed most emphatically that the 
decisions of the Geographic Board of Canada, in confirming or 
revising the suggestions of pioneer mountaineers, will be arrived at 
with more wisdom and appropriateness, and less regard for passing 
political fancy , than has been evinced in the recent past. 

• N. E. 0 . 

THE ALPINE CLUB LIBRARY. 

. By A. J. MAcKINTOSH. 

The following works have been added to the Library: 

• Club Publications . 

(1) Akad. Alpenclub Bern. 25. · Jahresbericht 1929-30. 9 x 5! : 
pp. 34 : plates. . . . 

(2) t\kad. Alpenclub Ziiric~ 34. Jahresbericht. 9 x 6: pp. 43. 1929 
(3b) Akad. A. V. Miinchen. 38. Jahresbericht. 8 X 5!: pp. 55 : plates. 1930 
(3) Alpenver. Donauland u. D. Alpenver. Berlin. Naohrichten. 12 x 9!. 1930 
( 4) Alpine Club. J ourrial. . · 1930 
--Letter to the Marquis d'Azeglio, from John Ball. 8! X 5: pp. 11. 

London, 1858 
(5) Alpine Club of Canada. Journal, vol. 18. 9 x 6 : pp. 133: plates. 1929 
(6) American Alpine Club. Journal, vol. 1, no. 2 : pp. 93-243 : ill. 1930 
(6d) Appalachian Mountain Club. Appalachia. 9! x 6!: ill. 1930 
------ Index to volumes 1 to 10, 1876-1904. 9! X 6: pp. 72. 1906 
- --Register for 1930. 7! X 5: pp. 143. May 1930 
---- Bulletin 1930 
(6c) Associated Clubs of N. America. Mount'ain Magazine. '- 1930 
(6b) British Ski Year Book. Vol. v. 8! x 5!: pp. 375-828: plates. 

(7) C.A.F. La Montagne. 
--Guides et porteurs. 
(~)-- Groupe de Haute Montagne. No.4. 
-- Barcelonnette. Bulletin. 10 x 6t. 

8! X 6. 

London, 1930 
1930 
1930 
1930 

Annees 1924, 1925 
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